La thuw dwgc lru truyén dwéi tén Abraham Lincoln giri thiy gido ciia con trai

Luu ¥ vé nguén: Birc thuw dwdi day thuwong dwoc luu truyén véi nhan dé “Abraham
Lincoln's Letter to His Son's Teacher” va dwoc gan cho Abraham Lincoln. Tuy
nhién, khong c6 bang chirng lich sir dang tin c¢dy xdc nhdn Lincoln la tac gid. Vi vy,
trong bai viét nay, ching t6i sir dung van ban nhw mét tac pham dwoc luu truyén dudi

tén Lincoln, khong xem day la mot su lieu hay burc thu co that cua ong.

Hom nay con trai toi bat dau di hoc.

Trong mot thot gian, moi thir s€ con xa la va méi mé doi véi chdu, va téi mong thay hay

dbi xtr v6i chau that nhe nhang.

b6 1a mot cude phiéu luu cod thé dua chau di qua nhirng chau luc. Mot cudc phiéu luu

co 1€ s€ bao gobm ca chién tranh, bi kich va dau buon.
bé song cudc doi nay, chau s€ can dén ni€ém tin, tinh yéu va long can dam.

Vi vay, thua Thay, xin hdy nam l4y tay chau va day cho chdu nhitng diéu chéu can phai

biét — nhung néu co thé, xin hiy day chau that nhe nhang.

Hay day chau rang bén canh mdi ké thu déu c6 mot ngudi ban.

Chau s& phai hiéu ring khong phai tit ca moi ngudi déu cong bang, va khong phai tat
ca moi ngudi déu chan that.

Nhung ciing hdy day chau rang bén canh mdi ké vo lai déu c6 mot nguoi anh hung; bén

canh moi chinh tr1 gia gian trad déu c6 mot nha Ianh dao tan tam.

Néu co6 the, hay day chau rang muoi xu kiém dugce bang strc lao dong con quy gid hon

rat nhiéu so vo1 mot do-la nhat duoc.

Hay day chau biét cach chép nhén that bai mot cach cao thuong, va biét tan huong chién
thang khi chau chién thiang.

Hay day chau biét diu dang véi nhitng nguoi hién hoa, va ctng ran véi nhimng ké ctng
ran.

Néu c6 thé, hay gitip chau tranh xa long d6 ky va day chau bi quyét cua tiéng cudi tham

lang.

Néu c6 thé, hiy day chau biét mim cudi khi budn, va day chau ring nhiing giot nudc

mat khong c6 gi dang x4u ho.



Hay day chau rang trong that bai ciing c6 thé c6 vinh quang, va trong thanh cong d6i khi

lai co su tuyét vong.
Hay day chau biét ché gidu nhitng ké yém thé, hoai nghi.

Neéu co thé, hay day chau nhitng diéu ky di¢u cua sach vo, nhung cling hdy cho chau
thoi gian dé suy ngdm vé nhirng bi an ky diéu ciia dan chim trén bau troi, dan ong duéi

anh nang va nhiing bong hoa trén ngon doi xanh.

Hay day chau c6 niém tin vao nhitng ¥ tuéng ctia chinh minh, ngay ca khi moi ngudi

deu noi rang chau sai.

Hay ¢ gang cho con trai toi sirc manh dé khong chay theo dam dong chi vi tit ca nhiing

nguoi khac déu dang lam nhu vay.

Hay day chau biét ling nghe tat ca moi ngudi, nhung ciing day chau biét sing loc nhiing

diéu minh nghe dugc qua mot tAm man cua sy that, va chi gitr lai nhitng gi tot dep.

Hay day chdu biét dem tai ndng va tri tu€ ctia minh trao cho ngudi tra gia cao nhat,

nhung khéng bao gio' dwoe cho ai ra gia cho trai tim va tim hon minh.

Hay day chau biét bit tai trudc tiéng gao thét cia dam dong, va dung 1én dau tranh khi

chéu tin rang minh dang.

Hay d6i xir voi chau nhe nhang, nhung ding nudng chiéu chau, boi chi cé thir thach

ciia lira méi toi luyén nén thép tot.

Hiy dé chau c6 long can dam dé khong cam chiu trude diéu sai trai, va co su kién nhan

dé tré nén diing cam.

Hay day chau luén c6 mot niém tin cao dep vao chinh minh, béi khi d6 chau ciing s&

ludn c6 mdt niém tin cao dep vao nhan loai.

Pay qua 12 mot yéu cau 16n, thua Thay, nhung xin Thay hdy 1am nhiing gi t6t nhat ma
Thay c6 thé.

Chau 1a mgt ciu bé dang yéu, va chau la con trai toi.

Abraham Lincoln



“Abraham Lincoln’s Letter to His Son’s Teacher”
My son starts school today.

It is all going to be strange and new to him for a while and I wish you would treat him

gently.

It is an adventure that might take him across continents. An adventure that will probably

include wars, tragedy and sorrow.
To live this life will require faith, love and courage.

So, dear Teacher, will you please take him by his hand and teach him things he will have

to know — but gently, if you can?
Teach him that for every enemy, there is a friend.
He will have to know that all men are not just, that all men are not true.

But teach him also that for every scoundrel there is a hero, that for every crooked

politician, there is a dedicated leader.

Teach him if you can that 10 cents earned is of far more value than a dollar found.
Teach him to learn how to gracefully lose, and enjoy winning when he does win.
Teach him to be gentle with people, tough with tough people.

Steer him away from envy if you can and teach him the secret of quiet laughter.

Teach him if you can — how to laugh when he is sad, teach him there is no shame in

tears.
Teach him there can be glory in failure and despair in success.
Teach him to scoff at cynics.

Teach him if you can the wonders of books, but also give time to ponder the extreme

mystery of birds in the sky, bees in the sun and flowers on a green hill.
Teach him to have faith in his own ideas, even if everyone tells him they are wrong.
Try to give my son the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone else is doing it.

Teach him to listen to everyone, but teach him also to filter all that he hears on a screen

of truth and take only the good that comes through.



Teach him to sell his talents and brains to the highest bidder, but never to put a price tag

on his heart and soul.

Teach him to close his ears to a howling mob and to stand and fight if he thinks he’s

right.
Treat him gently, but do not pamper him, because only the test of fire makes fine steel.
Let him have the courage to be impatient, let him have the patience to be brave.

Teach him always to have sublime faith in himself, because then he will always have

sublime faith in mankind.
This is a big order, Teacher, but see what you can do.
He is such a nice little boy, and he is my son.

Abraham Lincoln



